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world instead of forming emotional relationships with them.9 The
psychologic process of identification will in one case have a pathologic
outcome that may be more or less severe and in another a more
normal resolution. Women give us a better opportunity than men to
observe a large gamut of various kinds of identifications that take
place within normal limits.

The tendency displayed by many women to renounce their own
judgment and adopt by identification the opinions of their love
objects is very typical. Women are also frequently enthusiastic
partisans of ideas that apparently have been given them by others.
But closer observation reveals that such ideas were previously con-
ceived and developed in their own fantasy. The adoption or carrying
out of these ideas is possible only through identification with other
people. Even talented women are often uncertain of the value of their
own ideas until they receive them from someone else whom they
respect. This remarkable combination of projection and identifica-
tion is doubtless connected with woman's generally passive attitude.
The feeling of insecurity in creative activity corresponds to the deep-
rooted need of woman to be fecundated from outside in order to be
creative.

The tendency to identification sometimes assumes very valuable
forms. Thus, many women put their qualities, which may be
excellent, at the disposal of the object of their identification and
content themselves with thinking: "What a magnificent man I am
in love with.53 They prefer to love and enjoy their own qualities in
others. Vice versa, ambitious women who, because they are not
active or not talented enough, have not found any direct gratifica-
tion for their ambition, try to compensate themselves through
identification with their men. They strive with the greatest energy
to win recognition for their husbands, are full of aggressive hostility
to those who do not share their admiration, and behave as though
. their over-estimation were an expression of their love. At bottom they
often do not believe in the value of the men they admire, with such
enthusiasm not out of love, but in order to gratify their own ambitions
projected in them.

There are women endowed with rich natural gifts that cannot,
however, develop beyond certain limits. Such women are exposed
to outside influences and changing identifications to such an extent
that they never succeed in consolidating their achievements. Instead
of making a reasonable choice among numerous opportunities at
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